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Through the support of Mission: St. Louis, the KDC is delighted to announce five anticipated
summer position openings. We currently have three VISTA full-year staff working with the KDC. The
Summer Associates will be here from June 1st to August 10th. If you know someone interested in
applying for one of the upcoming positions, please have them email their resume to
info@thekaleidoscope.org with the subject line “Summer VISTA” so we can add them to the list!

Note from the Founding Directors
We are thrilled to welcome you to the Kaleidoscope Discovery Center's
first newsletter! So much has been going on, and many supporters in the
community have encouraged us to share the organization’s
accomplishments.
This marks the first in a series of quarterly pieces designed to keep
supporters of every type updated on the ongoing creative educational
successes of our community through the lens of ESTEAM (Engineering,
Science, Technology, the Environment, Arts, and Math).
Spring is always an exciting time around here with Project MEGSSS
nominations, Earth Day Celebrations, and the March for Science, both on
the S&T campus. This summer will see ten AmeriCorps VISTA Summer
Associates out in our rural areas promoting
robotics, science and engineering
programming!
To date, we have served well over 1000
children in the community and look forward to
supporting the educational needs in our
community through a fun, creative, community
space.
— Laura Antolak & Martina Baur

Robotics!

Two FTC Robotics
Teams Go to
WORLD Competition!
Story on page 5

Tuesday, May 9
THE REGION’S ONLY 24-HOUR
ONLINE GIVING DAY
giveozarks.org/2017/kdc
See Page 9 for more

This summer the KDC will be reaching 1000 rural Missouri

students with robotics opportunities thanks to donations from Disney
Junior, the CFO's Coover Grant, and our AmeriCorp Summer Associates, we'll
be all over the area! Call us at 573-308-9082 or email at
info@thekaleidoscope.org to make sure we are at YOUR event this summer!

@kaleidoscopediscoverycenter

@KDC_Rolla

@theKDC

Coming this Fall, more on page 12

@kdcrollamo

info@thekaleidoscope.org

Registration Open Now!
Complete information on our website at thekaleidoscope.org/summer-camps
June
Early/Late
Art with Ms. Gini
June 19-23, 9am-10:30am 1st-3rd Grade
$150/$200
Art of Math
June 19-23, 9am-12pm
3rd-12th Grade
$200/$250
Roller Coaster Design
June 19-23, 1pm-4pm
6th-12th Grade
$150/$200
Focus Pocus 1
June 26-30, 9am-12pm
6th-12th Grade
$175/$225
Cub Scout NOVA
June 26-30, 1pm-4pm
TBA
TBA
July
Drawing & Water Media July 10-14, 9am-12pm
6th-12th Grade
$200/$250
Future City Camp
July 10-14, 9am-3pm
6th-8th Grade
$200/$250
3D Inventors Camp
July 10-14, 8:30am-12pm
7th-12th Grade
$200/$250
Engineering Adventures July 10-Aug 4, 1pm-4pm
3rd-5th Grade Total: $550/ $650
1: Architectural
July 10-14, 1pm-4pm
3rd-5th Grade
$200/$250
2: Electrical
July 17-21, 1pm-4pm
3rd-5th Grade
$200/$250
3: Aeronautical
July 24-28, 1pm-4pm
3rd-5th Grade
$200/$250
4: Bubble Wands!
July 31-Aug 4, 1pm-4pm
3rd-5th Grade
$200/$250
Hands-On Equations!
July 17-21, 9:30am-11:30am 3rd-5th Grade
$175/$225
Robotics Camp
July 17-21, 8:30am-12pm
7th-12th Grade
$200/$250
Ozobot Fun 1!
July 17-21, 9am-12pm
K-3rd Grade
$150/$200
Boy Scout NOVA
July 17-21, 9am-4pm
TBA
TBA
Engineering Jr.
July 24-28, 9am-12pm
K-3rd Grade
$200/$250
LEGO WeDo Camp
July 24-28, 9am-12pm
3rd-6th Grade
$200/$250
Cub Scout NOVA
July 24-28, 1pm-4pm
TBA
TBA
August
Focus Pocus 2
July 31-Aug 4, 9am-12pm
6th-12th Grade
$175/$225
Ozobot Fun 2!
July 31-Aug 4, 9am-12pm
K-3rd Grade
$150/$200
Sportsology
July 31-Aug 4, 9am-3pm
8th-12th Grade
$250/$300

Financial Assistance is available!
Watch our Facebook page and website for the announcement of even more Summer Camps!
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Future City Black & Veatch Award
The KDC Future City Competition
team was honored with a $200
technology grant from Black &
Veatch, a leading engineering,
consulting, and construction
company in Kansas City.
The KDC team’s Future City
model is on display at the Museum
at Prairiefire in Overland Park, KS.
Snowy Hills Team Lead, Erich
Baur, said, “We’d like to give the
$200 technology grant to the
Kaleidoscope Discovery Center to
purchase a site license for the

SimCity® software that we use so
that more students in our
community can learn about how
cities work!”
This marks the third year that the
KDC team has competed in the
Great Plains Regional Future City
Competition previously winning
the Best Research Essay
Award. Snowy Hills competed
against 62 other teams to be
recognized with the Black &
Veatch Award.
Future City Summer Camps!
Two summer camps will be
offered in July this year! Rising 6th8th grade students are welcome to
join and explore the dynamics of
modern cities!

Engineering Explorer Post
Engineering Explorer Post
“3.14” began meeting at the KDC
in October! It is the only post in
the region to encourage students
ages 14-21 to explore careers in
engineering! The post has toured
the S&T Solar Village and the
Asphalt Lab and is currently
working on a Dog House
fundraiser for the Rolla Animal
Shelter! For more information,
please contact us at
info@thekaleidoscope.org.

Thank you, David Hosick and
S&T’s Project Lead the Way!

@kaleidoscopediscoverycenter
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Board Member Dr. Dave Westenburg Wins Award!
The Academy of Science, St. Louis: has awarded Dr. David Westenberg the
Science Educator Award as part of their Outstanding St. Louis Scientist Awards
for 2017. These prestigious awards are given to individuals who uphold the
Academy’s “161-year-old…mission, to foster the understanding and
appreciation of science.”
Dr. Westenberg is an Associate Professor at the Missouri University of
Science and Technology, Department of Biological Sciences. He “has a great
passion for educating the public, supporting teacher professional
development and education students. He engages the public through handson activities and encouraging students to participate. This includes visiting schools, hosting school groups and
public events.”
We are delighted to add the Missouri
S&T iGEM students to our roster of
teaching resources! The Missouri S&T
iGEM are “interdisciplinary design team
under the Student Design and
Experiential Learning Center [that participates] in the annual International
Genetically Engineered Machine (iGEM) competition.” These students are
at the forefront of understanding the impact and the possibilities that
genetic engineering can provide.
This past year, S&T iGEM students have graciously volunteered to teach
science and biology at the Kaleidoscope Discovery Center. We are delighted
to partner with the skilled and hardworking students from S&T!

EARTH DAY
2017
Thursday, April 20th, at
Missouri S&T

Thank
National
Informal
Thank
you,you,
$1000
Sustaining
Donor!
STEM
Education
Network!
Project Lead the Way, Don Hosick

May the Forest
Be With You
@kaleidoscopediscoverycenter
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donation of TVs.
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TWO of Rolla’s FIRST Tech Challenge teams going to
the US FIRST® World Championship Competition!
The KDC is home to three FTC teams: Team 4964 The Rolla Patriots, Team 5893 Direct Current, and Team 6168
The Maniacal Mechanics. Team 4964 advanced to North Super Regionals, and then advanced to Worlds. But
then...surprise, surprise! Both Head coaches for 6168 received an email notice on Friday evening, April 14, that
6168 had been chosen from the waitlist lottery. It is rare for 2 teams from the same school to compete at the
World Championship. We are thrilled, excited, and proud! However, now the teams have twice the costs. We
would appreciate any community help to cover the costs that we are incurring. Anyone willing to donate funds
can contact KDC or Leigh Ann Tumbrink at the Rolla High School/Rolla Technical Institute. World Competition is
open to the public, more information at https://www.firstchampionship.org/st-louis-home.
On Saturday, April 8th, nine FLL Junior teams in our region held their annual Expo at
the Kaleidoscope Discovery Center amazing the judges with their creative program solving
solutions for Create Craze the 2016-2017 theme. With over a hundred people in
attendance, the FIRST Tech Challenge teams joined the fun demonstrating their
competition robots and encouraging the kids to
further explore robotics.
The 2017-2018 FLL Junior theme is Aqua Adventure and teams are
forming now for the fall! It is not too early to sign up over the
summer! Contact us at info@thekaleidoscope.org for more information
on how you can get involved!

We Come To You!

Back for an Encore!

This summer, we want to put
robots into the hands of 1,000
rural-Missouri kids! If you’re
having an event, we want to be
there.
Contact us with the details of
your event and we will do the
rest!

4-Hers looking to complete
their Robotics Project can do
so at the KDC's WeDo
camp, July 24th-28th.
Please contact us at
4H@thekaleidoscope.org for
more information!

@kaleidoscopediscoverycenter
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Thank you, Coover Foundation!
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Ozark Rivers Solid Waste Management District Grant
ORWMD generously sponsored a solid waste Enviroscape tabletop exhibit for the
Kaleidoscope. Here, Jenni Giesey is photographed at Missouri S&T Earth Day showing a
youngster why it is so important to recycle! The KDC also co-sponsors the annual
Recycled Art project through Meramec Regional Planning Commission and displays
these projects after each Earth Day event.

L-A-D Foundation Grant

We are thrilled that the L-A-D Foundation has awarded us a $1,000 grant to help
fund our Oak Tree Trunk exhibit—a fundamental piece of the KDC. The Tree is the focal
point of the Kaleidoscope Discovery Center, visible from both the street outside and
the atrium as soon as you walk in.

Floor of the Rings
The ringing of the floor is a labor of love and considerable
patience. When the floor is finished, it will show not only what
tree rings look like but will be scientifically accurate for the last
100 years of tree growth in our area. It will even show the scorch
marks from the “Great Rolla Fire” in the 1930s. To date an
estimated 300 volunteers have spent no less than 1000 hours on
cleaning the approximately
5000-square-foot floor and
working painstakingly on the
ring staining.

Emily Jackson, Venturing
Crew 84, leads the
artistic staining.

@kaleidoscopediscoverycenter
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A very special thank you to
Josh Brown and Precision Concrete
in Rolla for the stunning concrete
surface they created in the main
Exhibit Hall!

@kdcrollamo

info@thekaleidoscope.org

Click here
to listen to
Brent and
Jonathan
playing
together!

Classical Strings!
The Rolla Strings have been offering violin, banjo,
mandolin, and guitar instruction using the Suzuki method,
and we have recently added percussion lessons by request!
These lessons are available for students of all ages and all
experience levels. Want to try out a new instrumental
opportunity this summer? Contact us at
rollastrings@thekaleidoscope.org to schedule a few private
lessons and try out a new instrument this summer!

Painting and Drawing!
This past year, both Lexi Mutch and Gini Gaunt have been
teaching art classes at the Kaleidoscope Discovery Center. Ms. Gini is a
retired teacher, and both she and Ms. Lexi are professional artists. In
their classes, they have introduced students to a wide range of artistic
media, including water colors, acrylic pains, charcoal drawing, pencil
drawing, ink painting, and water-soluble pencils. No matter what age
or experience level, everyone will learn and have fun. Both Ms. Lexi
and Ms. Gini are teaching week-long camps this summer at the KDC!

Thank you, Bernina for the
three sewing machines!
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The Rolla Project MEGSSS program will
be graduating its first class this May!
Project MEGSSS is an enrichment program for mathematically talented
middle school students who are not being sufficiently challenged in their
math classes. Students selected for this program meet once a week to work
with qualified area math teachers to further their understanding of
mathematics and to delve deeper into various math concepts.
These students tour different labs and companies through the years
including our supporters: Brewer Science, MO-SCI, S&T Glass Lab, S&T
Student Design Experiential Learning Center, PINE, and the S&T Lamp Lab.
This year the graduates will be attending the Six Flags Physics Day with the
Chairman of the Project MEGSSS Board of Directors!
The testing fee is $55 when submitting your registration in advance of the
registration deadline, which is 2 weeks prior to the test. After the deadline, a
late fee of $10 applies. Payment is due before the student may test.
If you wish to register your student/child for MEGSSS Admissions Testing,
please visit out website at https://www.thekaleidoscope.org/projectmegsss,
or email rolladirector@megsss.org for more information and to sign up for
the next testing date.

Math Club
The KDC Math Club is for students to
develop skills and knowledge which will
prepare them for future math
competitions, support their learning in
the classroom, and create the ability to
work and think through problems.
Students will work individually and
through guided exploration to improve their problem-solving skills through use
of logical and math puzzles, which will not only prepare them for math
competitions, it will also support their learning in the classroom, and create the
ability to work and think through problems.

@kaleidoscopediscoverycenter
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Thank you!
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With all of the new developments going on at the Kaleidoscope Discovery Center, it is time for us to a
create a workshop to support exhibit construction and maintenance operations. Within the workshop we
have needs for basic carpentry tools and for locking storage cabinets. For example, with the recent robotics
grant we could use locking cabinets and storage units to properly keep the robotics kits sorted and
secured. We are asking for a total of $4,000 and will accept donations of gently used items. This is what we
are asking for assistance for during this year's Give Ozark's campaign!
How you can donate: 1. Mark your calendar for May 9th, 2. On May 9th go the (insert web link), 3. Select
Kaleidoscope, 4. Make a donation on live (you may also drop off a check and KDC). Thank you for your
support! For more information on Give Ozarks Day and how to support our local organizations, please visit
https://giveozarks.org/2017/kdc.

You are exploring a mysterious cave when, suddenly, there is a freak earthquake. A massive cave-in has
trapped you and your friends inside. You must use cunning and outside-the-box thinking to solve puzzles and
escape before time runs out! Welcome to the world of Escape Rooms.
A team of six S&T students are planning to create an
Escape Room right here at the KDC! Escape Room
experiences are prevalent in major cities, such as St.
Louis, Springfield, and Kansas City, but they are usually
unavailable in more rural areas of Missouri.
The students working on this project are also
including a puzzle series for younger children which will
help them apply their knowledge to escape the room.

@kaleidoscopediscoverycenter
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Inspire

Imagine

Explore

Board of Directors
Laura Antolak
President,
Treasurer
Martina Hahn-Baur
Vice President

Volunteer
The Kaleidoscope Discovery
Center is a 501(c)(3) non-profit
organization and thus relies on
your support to provide ESTEAM
education opportunities to the
children of our region. Please
consider joining us in our mission
by volunteering at the KDC.

Robert Baird
Kevin Edwards
Aaron Semon
JoAnne Steineman
Benjamin Verkamp
David Westenberg

Wish List
Working on “free and volunteer” support, the Kaleidoscope gratefully accepts donations to help keep our
costs down.
Currently, we could use the following items:















Acoustic panels for drum room
Additional vacuum cleaner
Antibacterial wipes
Black trash bags – large
Circular saw
Conference table chairs
Cordless drill & drill bits in
various sizes, extra battery
Dry wall screws
Electrical outlet covers
Folding white tables and chairs
Glass squeegee and cloth/
sponge brush with handle
Hammers
5 interactive whiteboards
Large Shop Vac














Levels (small and large)
Paint brush rollers
Paint brushes in various sizes
and styles including angled
brushes (wall and trim painting)
Paper towels
Reciprocating saw
Rolling office chairs
Rolling tool chest cabinet
Screw drivers in various sizes
and styles
Screwdriver bits in various sizes
Shelves
Stack on – organizers by Stanley
(for Lego’s and Robotics
components)













Stuffed flat back chairs for
waiting room area
2 Swiffer Wet Jets and a supply
of cleaning pads
Toilet paper
Trash bags (small and 13 gallon)
Trash cans – 13 gallon for offices
and classrooms
Trash cans – big black
Whiteboards for classrooms and
offices
Windex, Mr. Clean
Window cleaning brush and
supplies
Wrenches in metric sizes
Wrenches in standard sizes

The KDC quarterly newsletter is intended to keep the region updated on exciting activities that are
happening at the Kaleidoscope and through the Kaleidoscope partnerships. Please let us know that we are
meeting these needs! If there is anything that you would like us to address or expand, please let us know and
we'll be happy to include it in the next newsletter!
Please email suggestions to info@thekaleidoscope.org.

@kaleidoscopediscoverycenter
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